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The IASCP and Policy Advocacy

A NUMBER OF PEOPLE have recommended that the IASCP take a position on
public policy issues relevant to common property resources. For instance,
at the meeting of the IASCP in Bodoe, Norway there were a number of

calls for the IASCP to advocate particular policy positions or take a more active role
in the formulation of public policy. The meeting also served as a forum for the cir-
culation of policy-oriented petitions. It may be useful to review the role of the
IASCP in policy advocacy.

The By-Laws explicitly prohibit the IASCP from engaging in policy advocacy.
("The Association will not take or endorse positions on public policy issues.")
Individual members are, of course, free to engage in policy advocacy. In fact, we
encourage them to do so. We also defend, however, the provisions of the By-Laws
and further request that members be very careful to avoid associating the name of
the IASCP with any of their policy advocacy activities.

The IASCP has had five very successful meetings during which participants with
widely varying disciplinary, resource, and national backgrounds were able to commu-
nicate and exchange views. Our success may, however, mask the fragility of such a
coalition. If the IASCP were to engage in advocacy, divisiveness might emerge and
that divisiveness might even threaten the organization itself. On a more practical
level, the tax-exempt status of the IASCP (which is incorporated in the United
States) requires that it not engage in such advocacy.

If the IASCP itself cannot/will not engage in advocacy, can it serve those goals?
We think the answer is, and should be, yes. Members can use the event of the meet-
ing to network, circulate petitions, and organize advocacy. In the future the IASCP
hopes to facilitate such activities by issuing a membership directory. Further, we sug-
gest that the Common Property Resource Digest routinely devote a modest amount
of space for announcements related to policy matters. (Announcements would have
to be brief, less than 60 words, and would provide a contact person for further infor-
mation.) In this way the IASCP could facilitate the activities of individuals who
wish to engage in policy advocacy while taking or endorsing no positions as an orga-
nization. Finally, we ask members who circulate petitions not to include the name of
the IASCP in their petitions. Even carefully worded petitions may invite an unin-
tended inference of policy advocacy.

In our view the above discussion does not preclude the potential of the IASCP
taking an official position on matters of academic freedom in situations in which,
after thorough investigation, it is concluded that a member has been discriminated
against because of the nature of that member's academic research. Such action
would only be taken, if in the judgement of the Executive Council, taking an official
position would likely do more good than harm.

Please send reactions to these ideas to the Letters to the Editor section of the CPR
Digest.
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