
Common Property News & Notes

1992 IASCP Conference in Washington
The previous issue of the Digest noted that the next

annual meeting of the International Association for the
Study of Common Property was tentatively planned for
Washington D.C. in early October, 1992. The planning
has continued with the following results. The meeting
will be held in Washington D.C. at the Stouffer-
Mayflower Hotel beginning Thursday, September 17
and ending Sunday, September 20, 1992.

Dr. Bonnie McCay of Rutgers University has agreed
to serve as program chair for the 1992 meeting and
has issued a call for papers and posters which is
included in the Announcements section of this issue as
well as a separate insert. Further information will be
passed on as it becomes available.

One of the reasons Washington was chosen as a
site was the close physical proximity of many
environmental, conservation and development
institutions. The Association officers hope that it will be
possible to draw staff members from these institutions
to many of the sessions, thus diffusing up-to-date
knowledge on the nature and role of common property
within this community. This site will also allow
participants who are funded by or work collaboratively
with Washington-based organizations to confer with
colleagues at these institutions. It is hoped that some
such institutions may take advantage of the
Conference to organize related meetings. These
factors were thought to outweigh the somewhat higher
food and lodging costs of a major city such as
Washington.

Plans for the 1993 conference also continue. The
Association Board of Councilors would like to see the
conference held at a site outside of North America,
perhaps in Asia, given the importance of common
property in that region. Additional information will be
passed along in future issues of the Digest.

Trade & Environment
Network member Beth Benjamin-Alvarado

forwarded the following "request for assistance or
materials related to environmental policy coordination,
environmental pollution standards, and environmental
law in relation to the United States - Mexico Free Trade
Agreement.

"I am a graduate student at the Monterey Institute of
International Studies in Monterey, California in the field
of International Public Administration. With the
development of the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA), both the U.S. and Mexico will be
confronted with a shared environmental problem. In
observing the negotiations of the NAFTA, one should
be careful to note whether or not the economic
incentives of the plan will overshadow the
environmental concerns. My research hypothesis is
that unless policy coordination exists between each
nation's environmental agencies, the EPA and SEDUE,
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the environmental crisis along the border will only
worsen. I will be looking at the respective
organizational structures and cultures along with
societal attitudes towards the environment, and
prosecutions for violations of environmental statutes.

"I will be studying the possible cases where
countries (the US, Mexico and Canada) have worked
together on a common environmental problem,
whether or not there was cooperation in these cases. I
will also be looking at environmental standards of the
countries studied, similarities and differences. Any and
all assistance will be greatly appreciated."

Any members who have information on or an
interest in such environmental aspects of trade
agreements are encouraged to write:

Beth Benjamin-Alvarado
c/p MIIS
525 Van Buren Street
Monterey California 93940
Telephone: (408) 659-0262
Fax: (408)647-4199

CPR's in India's Hill Country
Member L. K. Mahapatra from Bhubaneswar, Orissa,

India reports that "(T)he Government of India in the
Ministry of Welfare (Tribal Development) has
sanctioned funds for undertaking 'Model Feasibility
Study in Bonda Hills, Koraput District, for Extensive
Terracing and Alternate Land Use Modules for
Rehabilitation of Shifting Cultivators in situ."

"This project was directed by Professor LK.
Mahapatra as the Director of the Nabakrushna
Choudhury Centre for Development Studies,
Bhubaneswar, Orissa, India, with a view to
resuscitating community resource management
institutions and indigenous competence. Towards this
end, the Chief Minister of Orissa had decreed that the
lands cultivated by the scheduled tribe, BONDA, in
their terraces above 10% slope would be entered as
their property in the Government records and they
would be given usufruct rights over the trees and
plantations and forest resources on the higher hill
slopes. Although the clan rights of ownership of land,
trees and forests may not be conceded formally by the
state, especially after the stringent forest laws were
enacted in 1980 and thereafter, this is the most
forward-looking concession granted by the State
anywhere in India in preserving the effective control of
backward tribes on their common property resources.
the report has been submitted to the Government of
India, so that under the plan of rehabilitation by utilizing
the common property resources and by exercising
effective control over CPR, the tribal people of India in
other regions of shifting cultivation may be similarly
rehabilitated on their own hill habitat."

LK. Mahapatra
16, Satya Nagar
Bhubaneswar 751 007
Orissa, INDIA
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