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Common Property News & Notes

Rockefeller Global Environment Program

Editors note: We were pleased to read the
following announcement several weeks ago, thinking
that it might be a source of funding for continued
operation of the Network. We immediately submitted
an application but were told that the "environment
program focuses on support for developing country
scholars and policy leaders and on helping them to
build their environmental institutions." While we were
disappointed that our activities apparently did not fall
within the program's guidelines, | know that literally
hundreds of Network members are "developing
country scholars and policy leaders" and thus do
meet these guidelines. Ten million dollars per year
promises to be a major source of funding for
environment-related work in developing country
settings and | urge Network members to contact the
Rockefeller Foundation about funding for their
activities.

"The Global Environment Program is a new grant-
making initiative of the Rockefeller Foundation. Its
broad purpose is to promote the skills, attitudes,
relationships and institutions necessary for
environmentally sound international development. It is
motivated by the gravity of two realities: 1) as a matter
of human well-being and perhaps survival, the people
on our planet must learn anew to manage themselves
and their societies in ways that are environmentally
sound; and 2) whether humans can live in balance with
the natural environment and whether all the countries
and cultures of the world can achieve a reasonable
and just standard of living are emerging as two aspects
of the same issue.

"Much of the eventual agenda of the new program
will be shaped in the months and years ahead by
cooperative planning and action with other foundations

and organizations, but the program begins with four
broad areas of interest for grant and fellowship activity:

- Supporting young environmental scientists,
analysts, policymakers, and community leaders
who can be architects of future policy in
development and the environment;

- Advancing the development of economic analysis
that can guide and illuminate the process of
environmentally sound development;

- Laying the groundwork for multilateral bargains
and accords that will be necessary to address
selected environmental issues;

- Seeking innovative ways to help the U.S. public
prepare for new environmental realities.
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"Other specifically science-focused grant activities
will be carried out through the Foundation's existing
divisions in Agricultural Sciences, Health Sciences, and
Population Sciences. The Foundation's Arts and
Humanities division is also designing a program
component to increase understanding of the historical,
cultural and ethical dimensions of the linked problems
of inequitable development and environmental
degradation.

'The Foundation anticipates spending a total of at
least $50 million through the Global Environment
Program over the next five years. There is no specific
deadline and no special form is required for grant
applications. The application, however, should include
a description of the project with clearly stated plans
and objectives; a comprehensive plan for the total
funding of the project during, and where applicable,
after the proposed grant period; and a listing of the
applicant's qualifications and accomplishments and, if
applicable, a description of the institutional setting."

For more details about this new Rockefeller
program, contact:

Global Environment Program
The Rockefeller Foundation

1133 Avenue of the Americas
New York, New York, 10036, USA
Telephone: (212) 869-8500
Cable: Rockfound New York
Telex: 224862 Rockfel (RCA)

Fax: (212) 764-3468

Network Funding Status

The past two issues of the Digest noted the
imminent demise of the Network unless further funding
was secured. We have not yet received a formal grant
from any institution, but the application process is
proceeding favorably and we have received unofficial
assurances that the Network will not die an untimely
death after such a strong beginning. We appreciate
the many letters of support which members forwarded,
they have been useful in presenting our case. Ed
Lotterman, the Digest editor has shifted a greater
proportion of his time to other projects in the interim to
reduce the drain on a dwindling budget. This issue is
limited to twelve pages instead of the more common
sixteen as will be the September issue. By then we
hope to have funds firmly in hand for another period.
Long term plans include negotiation of some type of
formal merger of the Network with the New
International Association for the Study of Common
Property and the possible transfer of Digest production
to another institution, perhaps in a developing country.
We will keep members informed as developments
occur.



