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Common Property News & Notes

Center for Indigenous Knowledge for
Agriculture and Rural Development

"CIKARD, the Center for Indigenous Knowledge for
Agriculture and Rural Development was established at
Iowa State University in 1987 as part of that university's
Technology and Social Change Program. Its goal is to
collect indigenous knowledge and make it available to
development professionals and scientists. CIKARD
concentrates on indigenous knowledge systems (such
as local soil taxonomies), decision making systems
(such as knowledge of which crops are best suited to
particular types of soils), organizational structures
(such as farmers' problem-solving groups) and
innovations (such as local methods for pest control).
The Center has four functions:

(1) acting as a clearinghouse for accessing, storing
and disseminating indigenous knowledge

(2) developing methodologies for recording this
knowledge

(3) conducting training courses and designing
materials on indigenous knowledge for extension
workers and other host-country nationals

(4) facilitating cross-disciplinary research in
indigenous knowledge."

Since most existing common property regimes are
examples of indigenous knowledge systems, there is
substantial overlapping of interests between CIKARD
and the Common Property Network. About one third
of the members of CIKARD's external advisory board
are also CPR Network members.

Funded with grants or contracts from the GTE
Foundation, Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Ltd and the
Food and Agriculture Organization and others,
CIKARD is involved in a number of activities. It
organized a workshop on "Indigenous Knowledge

Systems: Implications for Agriculture and Agricultural
Development" in Washington, D.C. in December 1988.

In February 1989, CIKARD began publication of a
quarterly newsletter, CIKARD News. It is apparently
available to anyone with a professional interest in
indigenous knowledge, no subscription price is
indicated. The May issue of CIKARD News included an
insert listing 22 bibliographies, studies and reports
about technology and social change that are available
from the program.

More information about CIKARD or CIKARD News
can be obtained from its director and editor:

D. Michael Warren
CIKARD
318B Curtiss Hall
Iowa State University
Ames, Iowa 50011, USA



Rockefeller Foundation - African
Dissertation Internship Awards

Doctoral students from sub-saharan Africa are
invited to apply to The Rockefeller Foundation for
dissertation research support. The program enables
Ph.D students enrolled in U.S. and Canadian
universities to return to Africa for extensive field
research in areas relevant to economic development or
poverty alleviation. Priority is given to research topics
in the fields of agricultural health, and life sciences, but
other proposals are welcome.

Applicants are responsible for arranging affiliation
with an African institution able to provide needed
research support, such as laboratory facilities, access
to study sites, and technical advice. The candidate's
faculty advisor, the host institution in Africa, and the
agency with primary responsibility for financing the
student's graduate work must all send letters of
endorsement.

Deadlines for applications are October 1,1989 and
March 1,1990. Candidates should apply well in
advance of the expected field work starting date.

For a full description of the competition and the
application requirements, write to:

African Dissertation Internship Awards
The Rockefeller Foundation
1133 Avenue of the Americas
New York, New York 10036, USA

CPR & Family Linkages
William Condon, Program Assistant for Asia at

Winrock International submitted the following request
to the Network:

"Dr. Bruce Currey, Winrock Program Leader of the
Policy Analysis in Agriculture and Natural Resource
Management Project in Bangladesh, asked on behalf
of Dr. S. Zahir Sadeque, for references on common
property resources related to family lineages, and on
extended family ownership of these resources. Dr.
Sadeque apparently is involved in social forestry
research in Bangladesh.

Could you please suggest to us references directly
related to these areas and/or the names of individuals
we might contact to get such information? Once
received, we would forward this information on to Dr.
Currey."

Any network members who can respond to this
inquiry are requested to correspond directly with:

William Condon
Winrock International Institute
Petit Jean Mountain
Morrilton, Arkansas 72110, USA
Telephone: (501) 727-5435
Telex: 910-720-6616 Wl HQ UD
FAX: (501) 727-5242
DIALCOM 41:TCN400


