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WORKSHOP ON SOCIAL SCIENCES IN
ASIAN FORESTRY CURRICULA

Winrock International, through the USAID-funded
Forestry/Fuelwood Research and Development
(F/IFRED) Project, sponsored a workshop on "Social
Sciences in Asian Forestry Curricula”, held in Khon
Kaen, Thailand from November 27 - December 2, 1988.
The Workshop was co-presented by Yale University's
Tropical Resources Institute and FAO's Regional Office
for Asia and the Pacific (RAPA).

Workshop participants came from Bangladesh,
India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Nepal, the Philippines, Sri
Lanka and Thailand. They represented a range of
disciplines (including forestry, social forestry,
agroforestry, anthropology, agricultural economics,
watershed management, rural sociology, ecology, and
social psychology) and professional positions
(including university professors, university
administrators, research scientists, research
administrators, and field practitioners).

The goals of the Workshop were to support the
integration of the social sciences in university forestry
programs, and to strengthen the role of the forestry
and social science professions in improving existing
and future farm, community, and other forestry
programs throughout Asia.

Advisors from India, Indonesia, Nepal, the
Philippines, and Thailand joined the workshop
coordinators to plan and implement workshop
activities. These activities included discussions,
plenary sessions, working group meetings, slide
presentations, and a field trip to see and discuss some
of the innovative work the Royal Thai Forestry
Department is conducting with the assistance of Khon
Kaen University and the Forestry Faculty of Kasetsart
University, with support from the Ford Foundation.
The participants also shared working papers and
examples of curricula from their respective institutions,

and insights from their own experiences in integrating
social science concepts and methods in forestry
practice and in curriculum development.

During the five day workshop, participant

discussion centered around the following eight
themes:

1. Substantive/conceptual aspects of integrating the

2.

social sciences in forestry curricula.

Ways and means to introduce forestry concerns,
and relevant concepts and methods from that
profession, into social science education.

. Institutional opportunities and constraints to the

integration of the social sciences in farm,
community, and other forestry education and
research programs.

. Ways to improve understanding of the curriculum

design process and ways to improve teaching
methods that integrate the social sciences in
forestry.
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5. Means to evaluate and implement curricular
change.

6. Ways to integrate academic theories and practices
with applied theories and practices and to better
link research with professional application in the
field.

7. Promising ways to identify a relevant core of
integrated concepts and skills with the flexibility to
be adapted to a range of different and changing
institutional contexts.

8. Mechanisms for exchange of knowledge between
disciplines, institutions, and countries within the
Asia Region.

Participants also discussed and presented
recommendations for concrete action and follow-up in
the three categories of interdisciplinary research and
strategies, curriculum design and development of
educational materials, and organizational issues.

During the discussion of interdisciplinary research
and strategies, the participants provided some
illustrative examples of recommended research topics,
such as indigenous tree and forest management
technigues and the impact of forest policy on rural
resources and their management. Examples of
methodological issues of concern to the group
included refinement of human and natural resource
inventory techniques. And with regard to the
application of research, participants suggested a range
of possible opportunities, including making better use
of existing and emerging technologies and exposing
foresters and social scientists to complementary
research tools and skills.

Regarding curriculum design and development of
educational materials, the participants called for,
among other things, an inventory of "candidate model
curricula" covering a variety of institutional
arrangements, and the identification, analysis and
dissemination of selected, existing courses within the
region.

The participants recommended specific actions to
address a number of organizational issues, including
(1) a survey of sources for catalytic funding for
integrated research that also can be used as a tool for
university training; (2) exploration of opportunities for
formal and informal interactions with existing and
emerging networks; (3) wider dissemination of
materials by donor agencies, universities, and others;
and (4) improvement of the methods universities use to
evaluate curriculum quality.

The outputs of the Workshop will include:
1. Published workshop proceedings.

2. Volumes of excerpts from selected literature in
anthropology, political science, sociology, and
other social sciences that relate to farm,
community, and other forestry in South and
Southeast Asia.

The Common Property
Research Network

The Common Property Resource Digest is
the primary communication medium of the
Common Property Resource Network. Funded
with grants from the Ford Foundation and the
Rockefeller Brothers Fund, the CPR Network
seeks to disseminate information dealing with
common property resources, their
management, and policies related to their use.
It also seeks to foster communication between
professionals who work with common property
resources; whether as policymakers,
administrators, researchers, or educators. The
ultimate goal of the network is to improve the
conservation and wise use of these resources,
and to improve the wellbeing of those people
who depend on common property for their
livelihood. Membership in the network is open
to any individual or institution having an active
professional interest in common property
resources. At present, there is no charge for
membership.

The Common Property Resource Digest is
published and the CPR Network is
administered by the Center for International
Food and Agricultural Policy of the University of
Minnesota. Facilities are provided by the
Department of Agricultural and Applied
Economics. Dr. C. Ford Runge is the project
director and Edward D. Lotterman is the
network administrator and Digest editor.

Functioning of the network depends on
active participation by its members. Members
are asked to report on their professional
activities, as well as publications, conferences,
and other items of interest. News items,
announcements, publications for review,
suggestions, and questions should be sent to
the Digest editor at the following address:

Common Property Resource Digest
332e C.O.B.

1994 Buford Avenue

St. Paul MN 55108 U.S.A.

Tel: (612) 625-7019

FAX: (612) 625-0286



