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At Work With Common Property

TROPENBOS:

What is It?

TROPENBOS is a global research programme
to conserve and develop tropical rain forest. This
programme was initiated by the government of the
Netherlands. It became operational with the
appointment of the programme director, Dr. M.S.
Ross on May 15,1986.

Objectives
Besides stimulating forestry research in the

humid tropics, one of the prime objectives of the
TROPENBOS programme is to identify the vital
principles needed to prepare appropriate man-
agement plans, both for large and small areas of
humid tropical forest, which are both scientifically
sound and socially acceptable from the local as
well as national perspective. The programme
recognizes that such results can only be possible
if the research is conducted in tropical countries
by host country researchers, including those of
social as well as natural sciences.

Program
It entails five major steps:

1 - biophysical inventories
2 - mapping of existing features
3 - investigating ecological potential

and self-regulatory processes
4 - socioeconomic studies
5 - management plans for protective/

production forests including the alternative
of introducing agroforestry

Financing
During its initial four-year stimulating phase,

the programme has received financial support
from four ministries of the government of the
Netherlands, coordinated by the ministry of
Science and Education.

Implementation
The responsibility for the implementation of

TROPENBOS is vested in a programme commis-
sion composed of a group of scientific experts
and research users chaired by professor Olde-
man, silviculture teacher at the Agricultural Uni-
versity of Wageningen, the Netherlands.

Internationalizing TROPENBOS
A consultation on a united approach for re-

search and development in humid tropical forest
lands was held in Thiel, the Netherlands, from
October 27 to October 31,1986. Participating
countries included Cameroon, Colombia, Ghana,
Indonesia, Kenya, Malaysia, Nigeria, Sri Lanka,
Tanzania, Venezuela, Denmark, Federal Republic
of Germany, France, the Netherlands, United
Kingdom and the USA. At this meeting, the gov-
ernment of the Netherlands was requested to in-
vestigate the possibilities of an independent



TROPENBOS entity associated with an appropri-
ate international organization to ensure that funds
for research activities in the tropics can be mobi-
lized and applied as effectively and efficiently as
possible. A follow-up consultation will be con-
vened within one year when the preparatory group
is ready with its recommendations as to the future
directions of cooperation. IUFRO, ECC, UNEP,
UNESCO, FAO, IUCN, ICRAF, MED, CTA, ISSS,
and IUBS have expressed their interest and sup-
port to the concept of an integrated approach.
For More Information
Inquiries can be directed to:

State Forest Service of the Netherlands
P.O. Box 20020
NL-3502 LA
Utrecht, The Netherlands
Telephone: +31 30 85 24 46
Telex: 47542 LVUTR NL

(Reprinted from The Forest Chronicle, April 1987)

Inter-University Working Group:
The June issue of the Digest noted that some

members of the National Academy of Science
Panel on Common Property had decided to form a
group which would continue the inter-disciplinary
dialogue initiated by the Panel and its Annapolis
Conference. This ad hoc group decided to call it-
self the Inter-University Working Group on Com-
mon Property Resources. Dr. Margaret McKean, a
political scientist from Duke University undertook
the task of finding an administrative home for the
group at her institution. Duke seemed an appro-
priate choice since individuals in a number of
units, including the Department of Political Sci-
ence, the School of Forestry, and the program in
International Political Economy have a strong in-
terest in natural resource policy.

Dr. McKean's efforts were successful. Dr.
Malcolm Gilles, Dean of the Graduate School of
Arts & Sciences and co-author of a recent book on
tropical forests, assisted in securing a small
amount of initial funding as well as an administra-
tive home in the program in International Political
Economy. These resources will facilitate further
definition of the group and development of a
longer term program.

Several members of the group met informally
at Indiana University on December 4-5, 1987.
They decided to pursue a number of initiatives.
First of all, to draft a proposal for continued fund-
ing of the group's activity. Secondly, to identify
other possible members so that the group could


